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. ‘ U The Director U

Central Intelligence Agency

STAT

STAT

Washington, D. C. 20505

1 April 1981

 Dear

‘ T appreciate& .reeeiving"ifbﬁr letter of March 17, 1981, and the
copy of your article]

Wlth Tespect to your ‘concern regardlng access to the 198 cublc feet
of 0SS records transferred to the National Archives and Records Service
~ (NARS) by CIA in 1980, 1 am sure you will appreciate that the unlque
. nature of ser\rl(:e w1th 0SS weighs heavily when considering the issue of
public access to- information involving 0SS personnel. For many persons
-~ raffiliated with 0SS,:-such public disclosure would cause no problem;
- indeed, ‘they would be proud -to have their accomplishments known. However,
for other former: 0SS’ ‘persomnel, particularly those still employed in |
-~ intelligerice or living or working overseas, revelation of their 0SS ;
- affiliation could a&versely affect their 11ves or those of their family
and assoc1ates, T

_ It was for these reasons that CIA imposed certain restrictions on
.pubhc access to the records when they were transferred to NARS. These
restrictions provided (&) that foreign goverrment information would not
be released without the prior approval of the goverrment concerned, and
~(b) that in keeping with their right to privacy, information concerning
the. affiliation of U.S, persons with 0SS would not be released without
the consent of the person 1nvolved '

NARS has examlned the 0SS records we sent to them and has told us
1nfonna11y that in view of the restrictions there is no practical way
- they can service public requests for the information, Because of this
we have told NARS that we are prepared to take the records back until
such time as they can be released without restrlctlon
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We will continue to service requests for 0SS information as we have
';'done for many years. Responses to such requests do of course omit cer-
 tain information which is still classified for reasons of national
.- security or must be withheld in accordance with statutory requirements =~ -
~“.and privacy considerations. You are welcome to send us a request 1f
- "there are spec1f1c subJects of interest to you.. : : :

j(ours/,’ / |
ééi%%ﬂé%/(;é%/iszi’ o
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TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, Initials | Date
uilding, Agency/Post) /
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'\-/. Action File Note and Return
Approval For Clearance Per Conversation
As Requested For Correction Prepare Reply
Circulate For Your Information See Me
Comment Investigate Signature
|Coordination Justify ‘
REMARKS STAT

SUSPENSE: Noon, 26 March 1981

Please prepare a one paragraph summation of
the facts with respect to the attached.
will get in touch with respect to how the DDO
wants to present its philosophy to Director Casey
and address how access to the records should be
handled.

STAT

Jhgmas H. Whitée—
s STAT
Att: OIS 81-289

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of spprovats, concurrences, disposals,
clearances, and snmular actions

FROM: (Name, org. symbo!, Agency/Post)

Room No.--Bldg.

Director of Information Services Phone No.

£AL? 1Ra ADTIRNAL THADM Al fRoav T=TH)
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. Background

DCI Reply to Letter Concerning Restrictions on 0SS Records

The CIA declassification review of 0SS records began in December 1972

- when two retired Agency officers were engaged under contract to review 0SS
material that had been accessioned by the National Archives from the - v
Department of State. This material originated in the element of OSS that
had been transferred to the Department when 0SS was abolished. The two _
officers completed this review in 1974 and then began a systematic review
of the 0SS records in CIA's custody. The review team subsequently was
enlarged to a total of 15 retired officers. In 1978 the review of 0SS
material was incorporated into the Agenc:y program for rev1ew1ng all SSU
CIG, and CIA records. This program carries out the provisions of
Executlve Order 12065 requiring the systematic review for declassification

- of all permanent, classified records over 20 years old.

. -The initial Agency transfer of 0SS records to the National Archives
~ and Records Service (NARS) was completed in January 1980. It consisted of
- 198 cubic feet of material declassified by the Agency. As part of this -
. transfer, the Agency specified two ''specific restrictions" to be imposed
by NARS on the release of 0SS information to the pubhc.
\
" a. "Foreign Government Information must be afforded
_protection and will not be released without the
prlor approval of the government involved.'

b. "In keeping with the provisions of the Privacy Act
information concerning the affiliation of U.S.
persons with OSS may not be released w1thout the .
consent of the person involved."

These restrictions were accepted in writing by NARS when the OSS records were
- accessioned into the National Archives.

Since the January 1980 transfer, various NARS officials have voiced
concern that NARS, in order to make full use of the 0SS records, would have -
to clear sensitive information relating to employment and personal activities
with the U.S. person concerned before release to the public. Because of the

burden of checking with each person, it would be mpractlcal for NARS to use
" many of the records.
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The question of restrictions has been under informal discussion with
NARS for several months. One alternative we discussed was to close the
accessioned records until a specified year after which all would be open
- to the public. The year 2020 (75 year restriction counted from 1945) was
mentioned as a possible date, and we offered to store and service the
records during any such period if NARS would prefer that we do so.

In these discussions we have been unable to arrive at an alternative
restriction that is mutally acceptable to CIA and NARS. In February 1981
we heard informally that NARS would be sending CIA a letter suggesting that,
everything considered, it would be best if NARS returned the 0SS records
to the Agency. . More recently we have heard that this letter (to be signed
by the Archivist of the United States, Robert M. Warner) may instead include
. a formal plea to ease the restrictions. In either case, we have decided that
the matter can best be handled at this point by transferring the 0SS records
back into CIA custody. Following this transfer, we will continue to process
requests for OSS information as we have done over the years.
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